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I saw that they wanted to be there because it was clean. I 
saw that they wanted to be there because it was easy to 
take care of.   I saw things, it was a simpler life for them.  
I saw all these things. But do you know what I saw, I saw 
me.  Every home I went into I saw me.  I saw me the widow, 
I saw me the fi xed income. I saw me easy to maintain. I 
saw me a safe and clean environment. I saw me. I have an 
intern that walks with me because you know politicians, if 
we walk alone you may never see us again. So I turned to 
my intern.  And when I walked out of the last house,  I said 
to my intern, this is me, this is me, every home that I visited 
I could be there, I could live there and if my circumstances 
are that I need to be there, I could be there, I want to be 
there. So where ever we are in life, these communities 
offer everything and they offer what many people want.

I was thinking about things to share with you today.  I 
wanted to talk about some stories.  I wanted to share 
some guidelines through the years of taking care 
of my communities and going through the battles.  

We live close together, and you’ve got to be good 
neighbors, you have fi ghts, you have problems, you 
have managers on you and things like that…It’s a 
close community which makes you a netted communi-
ty, which is a good thing.  But it makes you have work 
together, because that’s the only way that it will work.. 

Always be organized. Always. If they can pick you 
off, you’re dead.  If you are organized all the time, 
they can’t do anything to you because you are strong 
together.   If you are together you are strong, if you are 
divided you will fail.  And that’s what I’m telling you.  
Because collectively you are a mass. Always, always 
be organized.  And always attend those meetings.

The companies where you  own the home, they can 
count.  When you have your meetings, if you have fi ve 
people, they say “there are only fi ve people, they don’t 
care, they are not involved I won’t cut down that tree 
or whatever.” But if you attend the meetings,  if you are 
there, if you are active, if you are responsive, they will be 
responsive to you.  You know how that is. If the meeting 
is well attended,  then you are on equal ground, you’re 
equal with them, you will get more out of them, there 
is give and take because they have to address mass.  

You need to be strong, and you need to be active, 
because if you are not, then things fall apart.  The 
demands that you’ve asked for today, that might take a 
few months, they will think well they have lost interest 
in that,  we won’t be bothered with that, but if you are 
active, and if you’re moving, if you are talking with your 
neighbors,  and all those things, good things will happen.

Another thing that I would suggest, always elect capable 
people, always take those people that work.   Have you ever 
gone to a meeting and one guy you’ve never seen before 
blows, and you never see him again.  Or he comes and they 
elect him, and then he’s gone. That’s not who you need.  
You need stability, every meeting, reasonable, reasonable. 
What can we reasonably do, responsible because you are 
dealing with really high powered companies and they know 
how they work. So people that are steady, people that are 
reasonable, people that are there, people who work, people 
that are respected in the community, that’s who you need. 
So if there’s a problem, people can go to John, lets work 
this out - glad to do it....  Be reasonable and be responsible.  

You know there’s a song – “united we stand, divided we 
fall.” And if that isn’t a trueism, I don’t know what is. And 
it doesn’t matter what it is.  It can be a family, it can be 
a neighborhood,  it can be a state or a nation or what-
ever. Collectively when we come together we are strong.

There are four people sitting here., if I can divide you in 
the middle, I’ve won  As long as those four people, there 
is four and only one of me,  as long as those four people 
stand together, I have to deal with them. But the minute I 
come in and I put a wedge between them, I win. I win. So 
don’t let that happen in your groups, don’t let that wedge 
come!  Be brave, be brave, be determined.  Because I’ll 
tell you, I’m tough, I’m scary, but that’s ok.  Because I’ve 
learned in life that if you believe what you do and if you’re 
right in your mind,they respect you and if they don’t respect 
you, they win again.  Even if you’re wrong.  If they respect 
that you have the courage and the ability to say “ I thnk 
this is right they will respect that because people respect 
strength, they respect courage, they respect bravery,  This 
is what I leave you with today. Welcome to Utah, we have 
a beautiful state and have a good time. Remember what 
I’ve said. Remember this little blond Senator, gramma, 
and remember what I’ve said.. Thank you very much.
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COMO-CAL IS AN OPPORTUNITY to UNITE

Of course COMO-CAL offers impor-
tant information and now free legal serv-
ices.  But COMO-CAL offers much more.  

COMO-CAL offers mobile/manufactured home-
owners an OPPORTUNITY to UNITE.  An oppor-
tunity to UNITE and have a strong voice.  Through-
out our six years, we have preached UNITY, 
organization, strength in numbers, Home Owners 
Associations, etc.This is the real key to success.

If you  haven’t read Utah Senator Mayne’s pres-
entation on Pages  12 and 13, please read it 
now.   You will notice such pearls of wisdom as:

I wish (the park organization, the HOA) 
was always going, always steady, always 
involved because that shows strength.

It’s my problem today, but I’m at the meeting 
because it’s your problem now.  I’m at the 
meeting because my problem was solved 

but I’m here so that I can help you with yours.  

Let me help you to do this, let me give 
you the tools to do this. And that’s what 
will make you successful in anything you 
do. The more push, the better you will be.

(Community) makes you have to work togeth-
er, because that’s the only way that it will work.

Always be organized. Always. If they can pick 
you off, you’re dead.  If you are organized all 
the time, they can’t do anything to you because 
you are strong together.   If you are together 
you are strong, if you are divided you will 
fail.  And that’s what I’m telling you.  Because 
collectively you are a mass. Always, always be 
organized.  And always attend those meetings.

You need to be strong, and you need to be 
active, because if you are not, then things 
fall apart.Be brave, be brave, be determined.                                                                                           

Thank You!   by Frank Wodley, COMO-CAL President

COMO-CAL is grateful to those who 
support and help us get our message  
out to others across California. 

a.  The Board and I are very thankful to a 
group here in Southern California that has 
donated several thousand dollars to COMO-
CAL.  This donation  will help us reach those 
in need of our services and is critical to 
the success of our new legal program.  So 
thanks - you know who you are.   Thank You.

b.  Thank you Ollie and Eldon Kirby for inviting 
me into your park to talk about COMO-CAL, and 
your subsequent article in the Santa Maria Times.     
COMO-CAL appreciates your support and    
kind words. You are a “one of a kind.”  And you 

epitomize the kind of leadership you describe in 
your article on page  10. Thank you.  Thank you!

c.  Sally Studer, COMO-CAL’s Secretary, has 
been very instrumental in COMO-CAL’s growth 
over the last two years, especially this year with 
the Handbook, brochures and free legal serv-
ices.   I chat with Sally on a daily basis and 
her insight is invaluable.  Thank you Sally for 
being there for me, COMO-CAL, and for your 
service to mobilehome owners in California.  
Few know that  although Sally led the charge 
for rent control in Modesto, it doesn’t help her, 
i.e. her park is in the county and not under the 
Modesto  memorandum of understanding. It is 
a rare person that is selfl ess enough to help 
others before helping herself.  Thank you Sally!
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COMO-CAL’s FAQ Handbook

Now that parks will no longer be distributing the 
Mobilehome Residency Laws (MRL), COMO-
CAL’s Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 
Handbook is a must for all mobilehome owners.

Ever have a pressing question about your rights 
in a mobilehome park and didn’t have anywhere 
to get an answer?  No longer do you have to 
trust an answer from a park manager, a friend or 
neighbor.  Now there is a solution to that dilemma.  
The California Select Committee on Manufac-
tured Housing and Communities has compiled 
answers to 58 of the most frequently asked ques-
tions in a simple, concise, understandable format.

To order the Handbook, simply mail a check 

or money order in the amount of $5.00 
+ $1.50 shipping fee payable to COMO-
CAL to COMO-CAL, P.O. Box 4821, Chats-
worth, Ca. 91313.  No need to join. COMO-
CAL members do not have to fi ll out an order 
form as we already have your information.

To date we have distributed over 14,000 
brochures explaining COMO-CAL’s Handbook. 
If you haven’t seen them in your park, please 
be a distributor– call us and we will send you a 
packet containing brochures and one Handbook 
– no charge.  Call us toll free at 1-800-929-6061.

Let’s make sure all residents have answers 
to their questions!  The Handbook helps!

AB 2120 & MRL Distribution in 2011

This bill was sponsored by Western Manu-
factured Housing Communities (WMA - the 
park owners group) and passed uncontested.

On July 15, 2010 Governor Schwarzeneg-
ger signed AB2120 into law, releasing parks 
from their obligation to deliver the Mobile-
home Residency Law by February 1st every 
year, beginning 2011.  The following is an 
analysis of the bill by the state assembly: 

The MRL is California’s landlord-tenant law for 
mobilehome parks.  When a homeowner signs 
a rental agreement in  a mobilehome park, a 
copy of the text of the MRL must be  attached 
as an exhibit.  Anytime the MRL is signifi cantly   
changed, park management must provide a new 
copy of the MRL to every homeowner by Febru-
ary 1 of the next year.  This requirement has 
been in statute since 1981. The MRL has been 
changed through legislation every year since 
then and is signifi cantly longer than it was in 1981.

As of 1/1/2011, AB 2120 requires the mangement 

of a mobilehome park to either provide a new 
copy of the MRL to all homeowners when the   law 
changes or notify all homeowners that the law has 
changed and provide a free copy upon request.                                                

AB2120 is a loss for all mobilehome owners and 
a wake up call for advocacy groups.  COMO-CAL 
is taking a giant step in fi lling the void left by the 
passage of AB2120.  We are publishing the Hand-
book on Frequently Asked Questions and Answers.  

Now every mobilehome owner has a “reference 
guide” available to them that explains many of 
the more important laws from the MRL in simple, 
concise, easy to understand language. Remem-
ber the MRL distributed by the WMA?  It was a 
booklet about 15 pages long with very small type 
diffi cult for many of us to read.  All the laws were 
there, but  it was a challenge to use.  Now we have 
a nice looking reference in large type.  So please, 
tell your friends and neighbors about   COMO-
CAL’s Handbook.  Everyone should have a copy!!           
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1.  San Fernando Valley Meetings: 
The meetings continue: COMO-CAL will contin-
ue regular monthly meetings of the “San Fern-
ando Valley Homeowners Alliance.”  November 
21 & December 12.  Meetings will be held at 
the Metrolink train station in the Chatsworth 
Chamber of Commerce meeting room (10038 
Old Depot Plaza Rd) from 1:00pm to 3:00pm - 
next to KinderCare. All owners of mobilehomes 
are welcome, you need not be a member of 
COMO-CAL.  Just be interested in improving 
the quality of your life in your park. Call Frank at 
818-886-6479 for details.

2.  Invite Us To Your Park: Frank is happy to 
come to your park and speak.  Just call us to 
make sure he is available, then reserve your 
clubhouse and distribute meeting fl yers.  

3.  Renewal Date:  May be found in the upper 
right portion of your MAILING LABEL. 

4.  PayPal:  You can renew your member-
ship, purchase a Handbook or Mobile Home 
Wars online.  Go to  our website at http://www.
COMOcal.org/ and use PayPal.

5.  New Logo:  Did you notice we have a new 
LOGO?  Thanks to Sonny in Daly City, it is easier 
to see we are COMO-CAL, not MO-CAL.  Tell us 
what you think.

6.  2010 MRL due out November 15, 2010.  
Purchase a copy through COMO-CAL.

7.  Handbook:  Don’t be without a Handbook - 
just $6.50 through COMO-CAL.

COMO-CAL This and That

DAVID GRABILL - COMO-CAL’s Corporate Attorney 

Attorney David Grabill 
has been our corporate 
attorney almost from 
the beginning.  David ‘s 
passion is affordable 
housing and helping 
mobilehome owners. 

Last year when AB566 
was vetoed by Gover-
nor Swartznegger, David wrote “What can be 
done? As Mother Jones said, “Don’t mourn. 
ORGANIZE!.” She was talking about labor 
unions, but the same applies in mobilehome 
parks. The most effective way for residents 
to protect their rights is to have a strong resi-
dents’ association. Your residents association 
can stand up to park owners who try to convert 
to condo’s.  There are still legal protections 
for residents, but these only work if residents 
in a park work together to assert their rights.”

David and I had break-
fast in Santa Rosa when I 
was there on my Septem-
ber 2010 roadtrip.  We just 
had to take a photo of his 
VW bus with our COMO-
CAL Window Sign!  Terrifi c! 

Mr. Grabill has decided to 
cut back on his respon-

sibilities and consequently has asked 
us to replace him as corporate attorney.  

David will still be available to consult with mobile-
home owners and we continue to have him listed 
with his contact information in THE VOICE.

Of course we are sad to see David go, but 
happy that he will have more time to enjoy 
his life and his family.  David  will be missed.  
Thank you David for your years of service 
to COMO-CAL and mobilehome owners!

Attorney David Grabill 
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COMO-CAL  (COALITION OF MOBILEHOME OWNERS-CALIFORNIA)
NEW MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION (do not use for RENEWAL) (Print Please)

NAME:____________________________________________________Date:_______________________

PARK NAME:    ___________________________Manager/Owner________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS:____________________________SPACE #:______CITY____________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:_________________________________________________ZIP_________________

APPLICANTS PHONE NUMBER   (________)-___________-___________________________________

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT___________________________SPONSOR (if any)__________________

□  MEMBERSHIP ($25.00/12 Months  Includes our newsletter (THE VOICE) & Free Legal Services FILLS
□  FAQ HANDBOOK $6.50  (Free mailing on orders of 10 or more)
                                                      

Check/M.O. # _____ Amount:   $_________   Donation( )  Amount:  $______________________________

 INCLUDE CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO “COMO-CAL” 
MAIL TO:  COMO-CAL, P.O. BOX 4821, CHATSWORTH, CA. 91313-4821

THE VOICE NOV/DEC 2010

The Board of Directors, Attorney Jon Heim, and I are proud 
to bring you The Free Individual Limited Legal Program 
(FILLS).  It is a big step for all of us. COMO-CAL has printed 
thirty thousand brochures promoting the program and mailed 
many around the state so others may take advantage of our 
terrific service. This costs a lot of money, yet we have made 
an effort to keep the program affordable for all.  We  believe 
we are the only advocate in the U.S. offering such a program. 

I remember some years back, a very threatening letter was 

taped to my front door by my park management.  It said if I didn’t 
comply with a park rule, it could cost me thousands of dollars.  
Wow!  I was very frightened.  I searched for an attorney, and 
it cost me a couple thousand dollars, money I didn’t have.  

Today is different with FILLS. So please, when you use 
FILLS, consider making a donation to insure we will be 
able to continue the program in the future.   Donations are 
voluntary, but if you can afford to support our efforts, please 
do and thank you! All donations serve to continue our work!

Use Fills - Make a Donation by Frank Wodley, COMO-CAL President

The price of doing nothing is far greater than the cost of making a mistake. (Campaign 2010)
Hope “lights a candle” instead of “cursing the darkness.” (unknown)
Lux Sit - Let There Be Light
If everyone lit just one candle what a bright world this would be.  Ollie Kirby THE VOICE October 20,2007

Some Final Thoughts
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SERVICES WE PROVIDE OUR MEMBERS

1.	 At least 6 issues of THE VOICE.  Usually 16-20 pages long, filled 
with information no mobilehome owner should be without. Articles 
from attorneys on important issues. Tips and Suggestions.  Impor-
tant laws explained. What you need to do to protect yourself and 
your investment.

2.	 We offer free, individual, limited legal services (FILLS) for all 
members - a value of up to $1500!  

3.	 Website:  comocal.org.  Members have access to all  issues of THE 
VOICE,  attorneys who know the MRL, important links to govern-
ment, advocacy groups, etc.  

4.	 Small Claims Court Assistance:  We will pay your fees up to $30.00 
and help with your paperwork. (Some restrictions apply.)

5.	 We have several attorneys we refer members for help with litiga-
tion or advice.  Unfortunately your dime.

6.	 Above all, a way to UNITE and have a VOICE.
7.	 Ultimately, we give home owners hope that someone is working for 

their interest.  
   JOIN COMO-CAL.  DO IT FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND

JOIN COMO-CAL AND STOP 
VIOLATIONS OF THE CIVIL CODE

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
FRANK A. WODLEY

E-Mail:  
fawodley@yahoo.com

http://comocal.org
800-929-6061 / 818-886-6479

COMO-CAL
P.O. Box 4821
Chatsworth, Ca. 91313-4821
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COMO-CAL: a non-profit corporation dedicated to serve mobilehome 
owners here in California.  Our purpose is education,  communication 
and to unite  mobilehome owners.  Don’t “go it” alone.  We serve all 
700,000 residents living in the 5,300 mobilehome parks across Califor-
nia.  We must “stick together.”  We are the “real deal.”
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